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father's. " I have caused Sir Philip Sidney's will to be
considered by some gentlemen learned in the law/'
Walsingham wrote in another letter, "and I find the
same imperfect touching the sale of his land for the
satisfying of his poor creditors; which, I assure your
lordship, doth greatly afflict me, that a gentleman
that hath lived so unspotted a reputation, and had
so great cares to see all men satisfied, should be so
exposed to the outcry of his creditors. This hard
estate of this noble gentleman maketh me stay to
take order of his burial until your lordship return. I
do not see how the same can be performed, with
that solemnity that appertaineth, without the utter
undoing of his creditors, which is to be weighed in
conscience."

The Earl of Leicester would not or could not find
means for the burial of his nephew. Therefore it
was postponed either until the lawyers' hindrance
had been removed, or, as is more probable, until Sir
Francis Walsingham had saved enough money to
defray the expenses out of his own pocket. It was
commonly reported at the time that the thing was
being done at his individual cost, and purely out of
regard for his son-in-law's memory. At any rate,
we may be sure the funeral was honestly paid for;
and it was a more splendid funeral, perhaps, than
had ever yet been given to any English subject.

Thursday, the i6th of February, 1587, four months
all but a day after Sidney's death, was appointed for
the ceremony, and no pains were spared to make
the pageant worthy of the hero. Upwards of seven
hundred mourners took rank in the procession, which